Regulatory practices
for the promotion of
energy efficiency
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Clarifying the “jargon”

“Energy Efficiency” or “Energy Savings”?
The terms “energy efficiency” and “energy savings” are sometimes used interchangeably.

Energy efficiency is the policy area, the aim of which is to
deliver energy savings using energy efficiency measures.

Energy efficiency measures lead to better use of the energy Energy savings will not happen by
consumed e.g. insulating buildings to reduce energy consumption default.

for heating while obtaining thg same room temperature. These Targeted energy efficiency
measures are oftep across different sector_s (e.g. transport, objectives, measures and
buildings, eco-design of products and appliances efc). programmes are needed.

Saving energy means consuming less energy e.g. by switching
off lights or heating in unused rooms.

“Energy saving obligations™ or “energy saving certificates”?

Several countries (plan to or) have introduced obligations on energy companies to invest in energy
efficiency e.g. United Kingdom, Belgium (Flanders region), Ireland, the Netherlands, Denmark and
Poland.

Energy savings obligations do not necessarily imply the introduction of certificates (the US model) nor of
certificate trading (as in the case of the UK). Energy saving certificates (known as “white certificates”)
rely instead on the creation of a market for trading (e.g. white certificates markets in France or Italy). A
white certificate is both an accounting toll, which proves that a certain amount of energy has been saved,
and a tradable commodity.

A role for the energy regulator in energy efficiency? J

Campaigning for energy savings

The regulator’s role in terms of energy efficiency varies from
country to country and state to state.

In almost all EU Member States, the national energy regulator does  Energy efficiency is of growing
not have responsibility for energy efficiency. Nevertheless, energy importance in addressing issues of

efficiency is highly pertinent to energy regulators’ work. climate change and affordability.
National/state regulators play their part (to a greater or lesser Energy efficiency can deliver energy
extent) in a number of indirect ways such as ensuring adequate savings and reductions on
investment in infrastructure (including smart grids), incentivising emissions.

network operators to deliver savings and overseeing unbundling
(which can unlock the potential of energy efficiency encouraging
power providers to sell energy services rather than KWhs).

Europe is currently set to meet only half of its energy
efficiency target (of a 20% improvement in energy
efficiency by the year 2020).

Nevertheless, CEER remains a strong believer in
Europe’s energy savings potential, advocating the
need for Europe to deliver on its energy savings goals
in order to achieve a secure and clean energy future.

Teams (EDP, Portugal) going door to door giving away
incandescent bulbs for CLF ones.





















